DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 094 389 CS 201 430

AUTHOR Feeley, Joan T.

TITLE Children's Content Interest--A Factor Analytic
Study.

PUB DATE Nov 72

NOTE 18p.; Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the

National Council of Teachers of English (62nd,
Minneapolis, Minnesota, November 23-25, 1972)

EDRS PRICE MF=$0.75 HC-$1.50 PLUS POSTAGE

DESCRIPTORS *Childhood Interests; *Content Analysis; Intermediate
Grades; *Media Selection; Race; Reading Interests;
*Reading Materials; Reading Material Selection; Sex
Differences; Socioeconomic Status; *Television

ABSTRACT

Recognizing that interest is essential to motivation,
this study was designed both to identify and describe the content
interest patterns and media preferences (print and television) cf
middle-grade childrem and to determine any relationship between these
interests and sex, race, or socioeconomic status (SES). An inventory
was administered to 250 boys and 282 girls in regular fourth and
fifth grades of Hackensack, New Jersey, public schools. Each item was
read aloud as students followed and responded first to a four point
(3=-2-1-0) like-dislike scale and then to media choices. Interest
clusters were cateqgorized under fantasy-comedy, informational, social
empathy, recreational, excitement-fantastic, excitement-realistic,
and artistic. Results showed that (1) social class, not race, affects
children's content interests; (2) lower SES children, especially
girls, prefer fantasy significantly more than do middle or higher SES
children; (3) girls like to read more than do boys; (4) lower SES
children like to watch television more than do middle or .higher SES
children; and (5) ail children prefer watching to reading.
(References and tables of findings are included.) (JM)
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From tho time of Kounscau's Riille in the cighteenth century, through the
0 LR I 3 . I . . : . 2 N
vork of Dawey (1) and Thorndike (A1) in the corly part off this century, up to

the recent taronomy develorcd by Krathirohl, Bloom and lnsgia (S), intercsts have
held a prominant place in educational thecry. 'they are an intrinsic part of the
motivational system in man, XKrathwohl seys, "...motivation is critical to

Joarning end Lhus is one of the major waye in which the affective domnin is uscd

es & neans to the cognitive....” (5, p. 57).

This study =ought to identify and describe the content interest patierns and
media preflerences (print aud television) of todoey®s middle~grade children and to
see if these patterns ard preferences may be rcialed to gex, race, or socio~

economic status (9£S)

Over the years, reading researchers, alweys aenxious to offer children
reading content that would appeal, have given children's interests considesrable
attention. Kujoth (6) has compiled fifty-five articles on the subject; Zimet
(34) notes that over 300 studies of interests and story vreferences have been
reported, Children's television preferences have been surveyed less. Aside from
the early benchmark studies of Hiimelweit (3) and Schramm (9), only Witty (13)
has consistently reportcd favorites for eges end stages, Iyle end Hoffman's (7)
recent report for the Burgeon General brincs this literature about children's
uses of television up fto date.

4
These researchers usunlly tried to group responses by setting up a prieri

cataegorics hased en types of litorature or content, Many times they assessed
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endy Lhe oooia nvndld Wle Ao Shedr cruples, Veviablea sueh us books dn the hone,

gchocl, and Joell Liberrion, ard clansrosa euprricnces may restrict ansvers abovt

resding nncarisilss Likedlve, nooceri o Toringn, Doaildy side, mombor of sebs, and
!

the quantily and ovality of Inend roecpticon are facters vhich may 1ialt cholces

aboult viewing fuvorites,

There appzared to be a nzed for a new and different way of looking at the!
content intercests of todey's electroniceage children., The design of this study
sought to provide for the problem of availability (as fivat ddentificd by
Thorndike, 12) by using an inventory of fictitious, annctated titles and to
provide for the problem of a valid category sysltem by developing categories via

factor analyses of the 3's inventory responses.

The literature review also raised a guestion sbhout reluationships betwzen
children's rezding and viewing interests. ilirmaelweit (3) has hypothesized that
cnildren have a broad, underlying pobtitern of interests that extend through.all
mediaj Schraxm (9) has concluded that.onildren go to tclevision to satisfy
fantasy and cntertaimaent nceds and to print to satisfy informationél needs., To
try to answer this question, thisz study Lad $'s first indicate degree-of-interest

and then indicate whether they would recad, wabch, both read and watch, or do

nothing about each inventory title. ~

Method
The inventory (2) was developed with attention to the work of Thorndike (11),
end Schulte (10). Figure 1 shows format and samplc items. From a pool of 130
items, the final fifty were selected on the criterion that they could be possible
both in print and cn TV. These were sutmitted to a panel of judges to check
content velidity, Teasibility of format and mrobabie internsl reliability of

emerging clusiers were cstablished by a pilot test on 196 § s with subsequent
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ST . SEE or Yl e, myes
Figore L, &raplo Inventery tbons
1, Talfo YWeaarinant with Dankets ovd Takae

Discover hov edodots work, how wmen travels in spoace,

(a) Ves vocna Yes Probebly 1ot Jo
(b) Watch Do Hothing
Ce Datine Doavs

Chmuck oty jealous vhen he secs girl friend Sally out with his best friend
Henk and dceldes to ot cven.

- o

(a) Yes licybe Yes Probably Mot No
(v) Read Viatch Do Noihing

3. Do Your Owm Thing

About coin collectinz, stamm enllecting, model agsemdbly and other hobbies.
(a) Yes liaybe Yes Probably liot o

(v) Read Watch Do Nothing

b, All About Men

The Jumzn body, its bones, muscles, and main organs. liow man lives and

grovs,
(a) Yes Maybe Yes Probably Not . No
(b) Read Watch " . Do Nothing

5 Adventures of Mike and Midre

From getting caught in en avalanche in Switzerland and an earthquake in
Hawaii to being captured by a pygmy trive in Australia, ten-year-old twins
Mike end Hidze lead a iife full of adventure.

(a) Yes Maybe Yes Probably Not No
(v) Read Vetch Do Nothing
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trinl factor analyses of the responses.

The inventory was edninistered tc the remezrch somple, 290 toys and 282

cirls in rerular fourth and fifth grades in the llackensack, W.J,, public schools.

Lot

Ezecia item was read by the investipgator as § s followed and resovonded firvst to

a four point (3-2~1-0) like~dislike scale snd then to wedia choices,

Interest gcores and media preference scores (separate Read and Vatch
scores) were computed for cach S for each cluster to emerge from the factor

analyscs. SES data (occupation and education levels of S's main support),

required by the Index of Socioecconomic Status (M), were obtained from school

records.

The data were analyzed in two steps. First, to group thcbfifty variables
(inventory items) into valid clusters the degree-of-interest responses of the
boys and girls were separately subjected to principal components factor analyses
with varimax rotations. Separate analysecs by sex were performed because most
previous resecarch indicated sex accoun£ed for the major differences in interests

for this age group.

The factors that cmerged were then named according to the kind of items that
loaded (correlated) at least .30 with them. A further check of significancevwas
the reliability cocfficient of each factor or cluster. Based on the domain
sampling model described by Nunnally (8), this -oefficient, hereihafter referred
to & ry., is the correlation of scores of a collection of items with true scores,
determined from the intcrcorrelations of the items. Only those clusters with an
rtt of at least .70 were considered representative of a valid interest area and
used for further analyses. To determine the over=2ll popularitylof the interest
clusters, these that emerged were rank-ordered by mean scores.
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Sceomily, since the swadle contrinsd sub-proups with adconnte N s, differ«
ences in cluster scores releted to racae (Lirck and non-blerek) wnd SRS were tected
for significance by enelyzes of vardance proccdures,  Also, rank-ordered pattorns

o A 3

5

lifferences vould prove

.

of the sub.groups were inspected to see if statisticel

substantive.

Results and Conclusions
For the boys, eight significant factiys, accounting for approximately 45

per cent of the total variance, emerged. Table 1 shows the item loadings and

reliability cocfficients for the boys' clusters. Fantasy-Conedy contained folk,

fable, fairy, modern fantesy and comedy of a cartoon-like quality. Social

studies, science, and factual biography made up the Informational cluster. The

biographical item, "Sports Neroes," clustered with the other two syports items

while itcins about people and everyday probleas made up the Social Fmpalhy cluster.

Ttems about the clectronic media broke ouvt into a separate cluster named Recrc-
ational. The "excitcment" items emerped as two clusters: science fiction and

spy-mystery~-cririe made up Excitement-Fontastic and historical filction themes

dominated Exeiloment-Realistic. Items about music, ballet, coolking, and art made

up ﬁhe Artistic cluster.

O
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Table L. - Ttem loadings and Reliasbility Cocelficients
for the Boys' Eight Clusters :

Fantagsy-Comedy ' Informational
’7Lt=°92 . » rtt=.83
Dewey Duck ' .71 Many Faces of .
Go, Go, the Ghost .70 ‘ Science . .06
Marty, the Martian .70 Rockets and Jets .58
Merry Magpies .68 . Unusual Animals .57
Tom Turtle ' .65 : - - Alaskan Eskimos .54

. Petrina, Good Witch .59 All About Man 48
Princess and ElL .59 . American Revo-

. Georglie Yete .57 lution A7
King Stona .51 ' John & Jacqueline
Magic ‘Toyshop .50 Kennecdy Nas

" Homelx Adams TG g -+ News in a
Rockheads . .31 ' : Nutshell .36

: We Live in the
d v Sea .36
‘Sports Social Empathy Recreational
rtt=.89 ) . rtt=.83 ’ rtt=.76
All About Sports _ .85 Jr. High 44 .60 TV and Movies .75
Sports Heroes . .79 American Youth .56 TV Previews .73
‘Sports Events .76 . First Day for Discs of the
- -Davy .54 ..Week .49
Dating Days .53 )
First Dance - .52
A Friend at
Last .39
Excitement-Fantastic Artistic Excifement-Realistic
rtt='79 rtt=.75 i rtt=.79
Green Glob .58 Music for Young Distant Drums .64
Adv. of Mike & Midge .57 People .57 Wild West .53
Witness .42 Ballet : .55 Daniel Boone 48

. Perilous Mission .37 How to Cook .54 Faithful Roger .38
Bernardo Ray .36 Fun with Art 45 : ‘
Interplanetary Patrol.32 Foods .38

O .

cr



For the rirls, nine sianificont vectors, zecovnting for cpproximately $0 por

coent of

levels

the tolnl varienroe, cwoveed,  Soable 2 shovs the Lten loadings and
b

t

for cach cluster, Iolk, Tairvy, wodern Tanbosy, nnd o science fiction itenm

made up the }reniosy groun, Yne Tive Science items clustered Sogether as did the

three i

tems sboat Srorts Socinl. Muunthvelun end Nxeitement wag o cluster of

seven highly exciting or funny itcns thet share & strong social cnpathetic thenew-

the clament thet scems to repeesent theidr commonality. The three historical fiction

itams clustered with three itens thut share an element of excitement mixed with

realism, hence the title Excltoment-Realistic, The three electronic media items

clustered with items about cooking, foods, and ballet in the grouping named Recre-~

ational,

Girls who were intercsted in hobbies in general ("Do Your Own Thing")

were also interested in pets, art, end serious music, according to the cluster

called

Social

Jiobbies~Artistic. History, news, and factual bilography items made up the

Studies pgroup. Five iitems, clearly related by their social empathetie

themes

adjus
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dealing with people and everyday problems (dating, growing up, life

ent), formed the cluster named Social Empathy-People and Problems.
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Tebhle 2, - Ttewm Loadings and Reliabitity Cocofficicnts
for the Cihrae! Wine Clustors
Pantasy Seience ' Sports
I't_t"'-".():.). ‘ rtt::'86 rtt-'=.9()
Princess & E1L .72 VWe Live in the Sports Lvents .63
Tom Turtle .71 Sca .70 ALl About Sports .80
Dewey Duck 68 Many Faces of Sports Heroces .77
Go, Go, the Chost | .66 . Scicnce .60 _ .
Magic Toyshop .61 Upnusual Animals .63
Marty, the Martian .57 All About tan .55
King Stona .55 TRockets & Jets 44
Interplanctary Pat. .41 S
- Social kEmpathy- Excitement~Realistic Recreational
Fun and Excitement ee=.80 § Xe=280
Ytg=.80 : :
Faithful Roger .54 TDaricl Boone .67 TV Previews .15
Homer Adams .53 Distant Drums .67 Discs of Week .01
tockheads : .53 Wild Vest .55 TV & Movies .57
Witness " .51 Alaskan Eskimos .54 llow to Cook Al
Green Glob .. 48 Adv. of Mike & Foods BN 5]
Petrina, Good Witch .40 Midge ' .50 Ballet © .39
Perilous Mission .33 : )
Hobbies-Artistic Social Studies Social Empathy-
Tep=.73 Yip=.78 People & Problems
v . . rtt=-80
Do Your Oun Thing .66 American Revo- First'Dance .61
Pet Care - .50 lution © .67 Dating Days .59
Fun with Art .38 News in a American Youth .49
Music for Young Nutshell .62 Jr. High 44 45
People ' .36 John & Jacqueline First Day for

Kennedy .54  Davy b

> o
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Tabley ebovag the roadieorder Mistin s of {ho boys' and glrls' clustars,
Torst Nichescoring cinatovn seves  Srurta, hueitosentelantustie, Reerestionszl,
Ereitenentelnalistic, aul Informalionel,  Ireir lowescoring catesories vere:

Yantagy-Conody, Social nwpihy, and Artistic,

Girle' favorites wores Soeiol Rapathy~Fan ond Bxeitoment, Fantasy, Social
Bopolhy-People cnd Prodleng, Recereationul, and Hobbiese-Artistic, While
Brcitenent-Realistic ranked sinth, Social Studies, Scicnee, and Oports were

clearly the leust favored.

It may be concluded thot sex continues to be a major determiner of

middle-grade children's content interests.

Table 3. ~ Aversge Interest Cluster Scores and
- Clusters in Renk Order

Boys N=250 Girls N=282

Averoge Average
of Ttem ol Ttem
Rank Cluster Means Rank Cluster Means

r
&=

Social Empathye-
Fun and Excitement
Fantasy

l. Sports . 2.8

[\ I AV

. Dxeitement-Fantastic 2. 2.
. Recreational 2. 3. Social Enpathy- .

Feople and Problems
Recreational
Hobbies-Artistic
Fxecitement~Realistic
Social Studies
Science
Sports

—
-~
.

Excitement~Realistic 2
Informational 2
Fantasy-Comedy 1.
1
1

Social Fmapathy
Artistic

(I)\’C\}nﬁ w N

\ooo.\‘lo'\\.n
HEHMDD
FOANOVHEND WW
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Meble B ghows the boys' and pirts! Rood et Weadeh elustor scores in rank

FLim Y, N Tyraes H -y e e PP 4 L e - . " AR .o
order, Ixcent for Informaticntl, the boye’ patieres walch,  ihe wppoer five

clusters for the gicls are ouite siwiler. Iobbhics-drts ond Social Shudies

rankaed higher on the bnad side thrn on tha VUsich aide.  Towever, cluster for

cluster, the Vobtch scores weore always consiatently highev then Read Seores.

Pable L. -~ Boys' and Girls' Read and Vatch Preferenc
In Runk Qrder

e
%]

Resd Watch
Averane Average
of Ttom of Ttam
Cluster I", eans Cluster Means
| Boys (1:=50)
1. Smorés i Y .64 1. Sports .87
o, Inforaxtional A3 2, Excitunent-Fantastie 79
3. Excitcrent-Fantastic RIP) 3. weltenentseRealistic .68
h, Evcitement-izalistic .38 4,  Reercational .68
5. Reereationnl .33 5. Informational 66
6.  Fantasy-Couaedy .30 6,  Fantasy-Conedy .58
7. Sociszl Bapathy .25 7. Social Fsuathy RITS
8. Artistic .25 8. Artistic RiTy)
Girls (N=282)
1. Social Fmpatly - 1. Social Bupathy - .
People, Problems .51 T'un, Excitement .Th
2. Hobbies-Arts S} § 2. Fantasy .TL
3. Social Empathy - 3. Recreational .70
Fun, FExcitement .50 L., Social Ezpathy -
t, Fantasy .50 People, Problems 61
5. Hobbies~Arts Y
S. Recrecztional A5 6. Excitement~Realistic .57
6. Excitcment-Realistic o) 7. Science A9
7. Socizl Studies .39 8. Sports TS
B. Science .31 9., Social Studies RT
g9, Sports .28

Althovgh the data would generally seem to confirm the Himmelweit hypothesils
that children have an underlying pattern of interests that run through toth media,

ERIC
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vor woebiayy dInfovomdtion) necds ond

Seliveamts Lhoore Lhat ebiloeen lovin o Birin

e feady seres varbially

to televigion o outids
supporbed in Lt vithin the Reedl preofevonce patboerng come Informationsl clusters

pivls and Inferodional Tor boys) rauked

higher than they did in the Ualel prederence patierns,

PRIl

The results of muerous two-way analyses of variance (rece » SES) of the
boys! and girls' interest ond media preference cluster scores revealed some
statisticnl differcnces that did not prove substantive since the media prefers~
ence patterns (rerkeorder listings) of the various gub-groups were very similar.
One excepbion vas the statistically higher scores registered by lower-SES S's
for the fantasy clusters., Fontasy penerally also ranked higher for low-SES
groups (Tables 5 and 6). Interest in fantasy appears to be inversely rcluted to

gocioaconomic stetus.

O
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FTable 5

BOYS' READ AND WATCH PRUVMNENCIS IN RARK ORDIR: SRS I, SkS TI, Si3 INX

SBS I (Low) SES IT (iddle) SES ITT (lilgh)
N=91 N=121 N=38
Averase Averase Average
of ILtem of Tten of Ttem
Rank  Cluster Heans Rank Cluster feans: lank Cluster lieans
Read Preferences
1. Sports .Gh 1. Sports .63 1. Sports .63
2. Fxcitemante RIT 2. Informational -~ U2 2. Bxcitemente TS
Fantastic Fantastic
3. Informational .h3 3. Excitement= .38 3. Informational bl
Realistic
L, Ercitement- .38 k, Fxcitemente .38 k, Excitement- .36
Realigtic Fantastic Realistic
5. FantnoveCenedy .35 5. Reereational .3k 5. Recreational .30
6. Recreational o 32 6. FantegveConcdy 30 6. Artistic 27
7. Social Eapathy ,31 7. Social B. szhy .23 7. Fantagy-Comedy ,2U
8. Artistic .29 8. Artistic .21 8. Social Mmpathy .16
Watch Preierences
Sports .88 1. Sports .88 1. Sports .86
2. Excitement- .79 2. Excitement=- .81 2. Excitemente .76
Fantastic Fantastic Fantastic
3. Recreational’ .Th 3. Excitement- .70 3. Recreational .72
Realistic
i, FExcitemente T k. Recreational .70 4, Informational .71
Realistic
5. Fontasy-Comedy .64 5. Informational ,63 5. Excitement- .54
Realistie
6. Informational .63 6. Fantasy~Comcdy .56 6. Fantasy-Comedy .L6
7. Social Rmpathy .SW 7. Social Empathy .hb 7. Artistic W43
8. Artistic 43 8. Artistic .37 8. Social Fmpathy .37




Table 6

GIRLS' R¥AD AND VANCH TREFIZOIUICED IH RATK ORDIN:  OEITT

5ES L (Low) 5ES 11 (Middle) S8 IIT (High)
N=89 =13 N=48
Averaogn Average Average
of Tten of Ttem of Ttem
Rink  Cluster Means Rank  Cluster - Means Rank  Cluster Means

Read Prefercnces

1. Fantasy .53 1. Social Rapathy- .52 1, Social Mpathy~ .Sl
' People, Problems Fun, Freitement

2. Social Eupathye .51 2, HobbieseArts .51 2. Social Iwpathy- 50
Peconle, Problems People, Problems

3. llobbies~Arts 19 3. Social Bmpathy- .51 3. Hobbics-Arts Lo

Fun, Excitement

I, Socinl Empathye 6 4, PFantasy RIS i, Excitement- L7
Fun, Excitosent Realistic

5. Recreational A5 5. Recreational 48 5, Social Studies .39

6. Excitemente .39 6. Ireitemente il 6. Recreational .38
Realistic Realistic

7. Social Studies .36 7. Social Studies .Ul 7. Fantasy .38

8. Science .31 8., Science .33 8. Sports .30

9. Sports .28 g, 9, Science 27

Sports 27

VWatch Preferences

1. Fantasy .78 1. Social BEapathy-~ .75 1. Social Empathy- .67
Fun, Excitement Fun, Excitement
2. Social Empathy=- .75 2. Recreational Tl 2. Recreational .59
Fun, Excitenment
3. Recreational .75 3. Pentaszy .70 3. Fantagy .59
i, Social BEnpathy~ .73 i, Social Impathy= .65 4, Social EBapathy- .58
People, Problems People, Problenms , People, Problenms
5. Hobbies-Arts .60 5. Excitement- .63 5. Excitemente .52
Realistic Realistic
6. Excitement- .57 6. Hobbies-Arts .57 6. Hobbies-Arts .51
Realistic
7. Science 49 7. Science .51 7. Science .50
8. Svorts 18 8. Social Studies .49 8. Sports A2
9. Sccial Studies ik 9, Sports RIS 9. Social Studies .37




1h

Tt oy be conclude? Lhnf while roce ig not an iuportant {octor affecting

childven's contont intovesnis, social clugs does avpoar to influence children's
interest in footocy,  Lovor«SES children, espeeinlly pgirls, prefer fantasy sige

nificantly wore than do niddle~ or higher«SES children.

Across~clusters, throeeway analysces of verisnce of the boys' and girls!
Recd and Watch scores (Sox x Race x SES) revealed that girls had a Read score
that was significantly higher than that of the boysy SES I non~blacks had a
Watch score that was signiiicantly higher than. those éf the other two SES
levels. Congislent with previous research, it may be concluded that girls like
to rcad more thun do boys and lower-SES children like to watch television more

than do middle- or higher«$%3 children.

Analyses of variance; repeabted measures desipn, of the Read and Watch
preference scores of all the boys and girls for their respective clusters
revealed higher Vatch than Read scores for every content cluster., All children

preferred to Watch rather than Read content of all kinds.

Implications
Generally, it would scem that the culturally related variabies of sex and
social class continue to be affective in shaping children's interests. These
middle-grade children o§:397b?continue to reflect the traditional "boy" and "girl"
patterns. They seem not yet to have been affected by the unisex, women's 1lib
movement of the times. The lower-SES children, like generations before them,

continue to express their hope to escape from the grim realities of lower-class

liviny through & significantly greater interest in fantasy.

This study has implicatione for educators, publishers, TV producers, and
b 3 b

O nment.
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It vonld cean thot ¢l

sorocu benchers o widdle-srade children should viroe
vide &n ubundance ol roading mutoeriale-onewspupers, moganines, books, panervacky,
TV listingow-that will satisfy the intereste of both boys and giris, Stricet
adherence to a gtory by story treatment of a basal reasder series violates the
tenet that learning should Ve baged upon interasts. Certainly, consideration

of the sex differences alone, should suggest to teachers that they allow

children options in selecting content to read,

Teachers concerned with the education of black children may have no necd to
provide special types of content since the interest patterns of blacks closely
resanble thoge of the peneral population., Certainly, the inclusion of materials
with black identity figureg would be reconmended, for although this particulnr
facet was not directly investigated in this study, black girls had significantly

higher scores on the Social. Mapathy~People and Problems ciuster which contained

such iteas.

Teachers concerned with the education of lowwsocioeconomic middle-grade
children should be aware that these children have a significant inéerest in
cartoon~-type fantasy. Perhaps certain comic hooks, magazines, paperbacks, and
books which feature old and new folk heroes, talking animals, and other modern
fantasy themes might be included in the reading fare offered to the more

reluctant readers in economically deprived areas.,

Teachers necd to offer a wide literature progrem so that all children can
be exposed to all genres and thus broaden vresent culturally conditioned patterns
of interest,.
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Teachors should elso bo wvere of widdle-greders' consistent wrelference Lo

Wateh racher thin (o Heed coutent of all types.  Tals showld sugpgest a greator

use of visuelg--Lilmstrips, films, pictures, television-«in 21l curriculum areas.,

Ffor Pablishers

Gencerally, book publishers do a good job of providing a wide variecty of
materials to meet the needs of niddle~graders. Ibwever, this study points to
a growing inberest, shared by both boys and girls, in content dealing with their

recreaticnal use of the electronic media (television, movies, records).

Publishers of educational mabterials should also be aware of middle-grade
boys' and girls' greater prefercence for wvatching than for reading. Many texbts
and trade books can be supplamented with visual mnterials or duplicated in

visual forms.

For TV Produccers

Conmercial TV has offered o steady diet of fentasy and social empathy to
children of all ages. It would seem that boys especially would welcome more
informational programs based on science and social studies content. Girls, too,

indicate a willingness to watch content related to their hobby and recreational

interests, such &s cooXxi music, art, records, and ballet.
b 3’ - b s

For Goverrment

Govermment, through jits prinecipal resulating agency, the Federal Communie
cations Conmission, must recognize the inportance of commercial television in
the lives of our children and demand that the networks provide at least a
ninimum numober of hours par week of shimulaiing vrogramming of centent sppropriate
for children of varying age groups s a condition for isaintaining the franchise,
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This is & "wnbchins' genorations no lenwzer can commeraizl interects alone
decide vhat will be avuilable to viewers. The airiaves are a mblic trmst ang

deserve clozer resulntion and attention.
«
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